First Lady Marks Human Rights Day By Calling On

Myanmar To Release Political Prisoners
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Washington, D.C. (AHN) - Fist Lady Laura Bush marked International Human Rights day on Monday by calling on Myanmar's military led government to immediately release Burmese opposition leaders including Aung San Suu Kyi and begin the country's transition into a democracy.

In a teleconference from the White House with Ralph Boyce, the U.S. ambassador in Thailand, which borders Myanmar, and Dr. Cynthia Maung, the founder of a medical clinic on the border of Thailand and Myanmar, the first lady continued her strong criticism of Myanmar's military generals, and called on "all nations, especially Burma's neighbors, to use their influence to help bring about a democratic transition."

The former schoolteacher began to speak out against Myanmar's government in October, a month after Burmese security forces used guns and batons against Buddhist monks and civilians peacefully protesting in Yangon, killing at least 31 people and sparking international outrage.

Mrs. Bush said "the generals' arbitrary economic decisions have yielded widespread misery and

poverty," and have caused the people of Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, to be "denied nearly every right" enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 1948.

"For nearly 20 years, Burma's military regime has crushed peaceful dissent and jailed thousands of political prisoners," Mrs. Bush said. "Members of the junta have promised to engage in serious

dialogue with democratic representatives of the Burmese people. If Than Shwe and the generals

cannot meet these very basic requirements, then it's time for them to move aside and make a clear path for a free and democratic Burma."
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